376         THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA

VaideMs of Mithila, the Tirabhuktis ofTirhut, etc. Either of
these divisions separately might therefore be called Vrijis, as well
as Samvrijis, or the "United Vrijis" We have a parallel case
in the warlike tribe of the Bdgris, or Sambdgris of the Satlej,
which consisted of three separate divisions. I conclude there-
fore that Vais&li was a single district in the territories of the
United Vrijis, or Wajjis, and therefore that the estimated
size of Vaisali proper, as recorded by Hwen Thsang, is a simple
mistake. Perhaps we should read 1500 li, or 250 miles,
instead of 5000 /i, or 833 miles. In this case the district of
Vaisili would be limited to the south-west corner of the country
of the Vrijis, to the westward of the little Gandak river.

To the north-west of Vaisili, at somewhat less than 200 ft*
or 33 miles, Hwen Thsang places the ruins of an ancient town,
which had taen deserted for many ages. There Buddha was
said to have reigned in previous existence, as a Chakravartti
Raja, or supreme ruler, named Mahadeva, and stupa still
existed to commemorate the fact. The name of the place is
not given, but the bearing and distance point to Kesariya, an
old ruined town, just 30 miles to the north-north-west of Vaisffi.
The place possesses a mound of ruius with a lofty stupa
on the top, which the people attribute to Raja Vena Chakra-
vartti. In the Puranas also, Raja Vena is called a Chakravartti,
or supreme monarch ; and I have found his name as widely
spread through northern India as that of Rama, or the
five Pandus. This monument stands at the point of crossing
of the two great thoroughfares of the district namely, that
from Patna northward to Bettiah, and that from Chapra
across the Gandak to Nep&l. It is a curious illustration of
this fact that Buddha himself, according to the Ceylonese
chronicles, informed Ananda,1 that "for a Chakravartti Raja
they build the thupo at a spot where four principal roads
meet." I have little doubt therefore that this is the identical
place indicated by the Chinese pilgrim.
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